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IN THE CLAIMS: 

The text of all pending claims, (including withdrawn claims) is set forth below. Cancelled 
and not entered claims are indicated with claim number and status only. The claims as listed 
below show added text with underlining and deleted text with str i k e through . The status of each 
claim is indicated with one of (original), (currently amended), (cancelled), (withdrawn), (new), 
(previously presented), or (not entered). 

Please CANCEL claims 1-4 and 8-12, AMEND claims 5-7 and ADD new claims 13-16 in 
accordance with the following: 

Claims 1-4 (CANCELLED) 

5. (CURRENTLY AMENDED) A t e rm i na l service unit connectable to a certificating unit 
and at least one terminal unit , said service unit comprising: 

a transmitting device transmitting common certificate information in common with a 
plurality of services^ when the terminal unit of a user accesses a particular service of the plurality 
of services , to the certificating unit which manages the common certificate information corres- 
ponding to service information of available services that the user can access, without requiring 
identification information or password information issued by the services : 

a service utilizing device receiving the service information of the available services from 
the certifying unit and providing the part i cular s e rv i c e to terminal unit of the user wh e n th e us e r 
has b ee n succ e ssfu ll y c e rt i fi e d bas e d on th e common c e rt i ficat e i nformat i on w ith display data for 
displaying a screen including a display region corresponding to the service information received 
from the certifying unit : and 

a storing device storing the common certificate information and the identification informa- 
tion and the password information for the particular servic o;a cert i fying d e v i c e c e rt i fying th e us e r 
bas e d on th e i d e nt i ficat i on informat i on and th e password i nformation; and an issuing d e v i c e 
i ssu i ng th e common c e rtificat e information to th e us e r wh e n sa i d c e rt i fy i ng d e v i c e has 
succ e ssfu ll y c e rtifi e d th e us e r . 
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6. (CURRENTLY AMENDED) A computer-readable recording medium on which a 
program for a computer is recorded, said program causing the computer to perform operations, 
comprising : 

stor i ng i d e nt i fication i nformat i on and password i nformation for a part i cu l ar s e rv i c e ; 

c e rtify i ng a us e r bas e d on th e i d e nt i ficat i on i nformat i on and th e password informat i on; 

registering common certificate information linked to service identification information of 
an available service that a user can access, without requiring management of identification 
information and password information issued by the available service; 

issuing a-the common certificate information te-for the use r upon succ e ssfu ll y c e rt i fy i ng 
th e us e r ; 

receiving the common certificate information of the user from a service unit of the 
available wh e n th e us e r acc e ss e s th e part i cu l ar service of a p l ura li ty of s e rvic e s ; and 

d e t e rm i ning wh e th e r th e c e rt i ficat e i nformation of th e us e r corr e sponds to common 
c e rt i ficat e i nformation in common with th e p l ura li ty of s e rvic e s; and 

permitting the us e r to ut il iz e th e part i cu l ar s e rv i c e wh e n th e c e rt i ficat e i nformat i on of th e 
us e r corr e sponds to th e common c e rt i ficat e informat i on service unit to provide the available 
service to the user when the received certificate information is linked to the service identification 
information of the available service. 



7. (CURRENTLY AMENDED) A certifying method, comprising: 

pre-registering common certificate information in common with a plurality of services that 
is linked to service identification information of an available service that a user can access, 
without requiring management of identification information and password information issued by 
the available service : 

issuing the common certificate information for the user: 

receiving the common certificate information of the user from a service unit of the 
available service: and 

d e t e rm i n i ng wh e th e r c e rt i ficat e i nformat i on of th e usor corr e sponds to th e common 
c e rt i ficat e i nformat i on wh e n th e us e r acc e ss e s a part i cu l ar s e rv i c e of th e p l ura li ty of s e rv i c e s; 

permitting the us e r to ut ili z e th e part i cular s e rv i c e wh e n th e c e rt i f i cat e i nformat i on of th e 
us e r corr e sponds to th e common c e rtificat e i nformation service unit to provide the available 
service to the user when the received certificate information is linked to the service identification 
information of the particular service- . 
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stor i ng i d e nt i f i cat i on i nformat i on and password i nform a t i on for th e particu l ar s e rvic e ; 
c e rt i fy i ng th e u se r bas e d on tho i d e nt i ficat i on i nformation and th e password i nformation; 

CrTTCr 

i ssu i ng th e common c e rt i ficat e informat i on to the us e r upon succ e ssfu l ly c e rtify i ng th e 

UJvl . 

Claims 8-12 (CANCELLED) 

13. (NEW) A certifying unit, comprising: 

a registering device registering common certificate information linked to service 
identification information of available services for a user, without requiring management of 
identification information and password information for the user issued by the available services; 

an issuing device issuing the common certificate information for the user; 

a receiving device receiving the common certificate information of the user from a first 
service unit of a particular service included in the available services; and 

a permitting device permitting the first service unit to provide the particular service to the 
user when the certificate information received by said receiving device is determined to be linked 
to particular service identification information of the particular service. 

14. (NEW) The certifying unit as set forth in claim 13, wherein said registering device 
adds other service identification information of a newly available service for the user to the 
common certificate information, when a second service unit of the newly available service 
requests that the newly available service be certified by the common certificate information. 

15. (NEW) The certifying unit as set forth in claim 14, wherein said permitting device, in 
response to a request from the first service unit of the particular service to said certifying unit for 
the available services corresponding to the common certificate information, obtains complete 
service identification information of the available services linked to the common certificate 
information of the user, and returns the complete service identification information to the first 
service unit. 



4 



Serial No. 09/749,428 

16. (NEW) The certifying unit as set forth in claim 13, further comprising an invalidating 
device invalidating service identification information of a selected service, when a third service 
unit of the selected service requests invalidation. 
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